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“ �This report represents an important extension to EY’s previous report on 
the contribution of the Channel Tunnel to the UK economy. It analyses the 
�k�a�_�f�a�Õ�[�Y�f�[�]���g�^���l�`�]���L�m�f�f�]�d���l�g���l�`�]���n�Y�j�a�g�m�k���g�l�`�]�j���]�[�g�f�g�e�a�]�k���g�^���l�`�]���=�m�j�g�h�]�Y�f��
Union. The analysis has entailed the careful processing of the previous 
sample and other sources of data both to update the information to 2016 
and to disaggregate the effects in Europe.  
 
While many pieces of information have required extrapolation or 
estimation, the team has been meticulous in doing this conservatively and 
in line with as many other sources of data as are available. Thus not only 
�Y�j�]���l�`�]���\�]�l�Y�a�d�]�\���Õ�_�m�j�]�k���a�f���l�`�]���j�]�h�g�j�l���m�f�d�a�c�]�d�q���l�g���Z�]���e�a�k�d�]�Y�\�a�f�_�$���Z�m�l���l�`�]��
�Z�j�g�Y�\���[�g�f�[�d�m�k�a�g�f�k���k�`�g�m�d�\���[�g�e�e�Y�f�\���[�g�f�k�a�\�]�j�Y�Z�d�]���[�g�f�Õ�\�]�f�[�]�&���L�`�j�g�m�_�`�g�m�l��
the analysis the team has been open to challenge and very clear about 
what they have done and its reliability. I believe that the report offers a 
very solid basis for understanding the contribution of the Channel Tunnel to 
the economies of Europe on both sides of the English Channel.”  
 
Prof. L. Alan Winters  
Professor of Economics, University of Sussex  
Director, UK Trade Policy Observatory
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Total trade 
through the 

Channel Tunnel

€137.8bn5

EU imports 
from the UK

€68.8bn

20,611,337

Passengers by 
Eurostar and Shuttle

EU exports 
to the UK

€69.0bn

5�� �The value of total trade carried through the Channel Tunnel will include trade that originated from or is going to Ireland via the UK. It will also include some 
trade that originated from outside the EU or the UK.

Executive summary

1,641,638
Trucks

2,610,242
Cars

53,623
Coaches

1,797
Freight Trains
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(2016 prices)

(2016 prices)

Value

Value

% of  
total trade

% of  
total trade

France 
exports to UK

UK 
exports to France

€10.9bn €11.1bn
26.7% 41.6%

Germany 
exports to UK

UK 
exports to Germany

€15.0bn €15.8bn
16.2% 33.7%

Spain 
exports to UK

UK 
exports to Spain

€2.6bn €5.2bn 
11.8% 34.4%

Netherlands 
exports to UK

UK 
exports to Netherlands

€8.4bn €4.5bn
17.0% 16.1%

Belgium 
exports to UK

UK 
exports to Belgium

€13.0bn €8.8bn
38.9% 28.8%

€0bn

Trade with the UK via the Channel Tunnel

€30bn

(2016 prices)
Value

% of  
total trade

(2016 prices)
Value

% of  
total trade

(2016 prices)
Value

% of  
total trade

(2016 prices)
Value

Other  
countries 
exports to UK

UK 
exports to  
other countries

€19.2bn €23.5bn
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Germany exports €15.0 billion of goods to the UK 
through the Channel Tunnel, of which €2.1 billion are 
automotive related

The UK is the third largest market for German exports, accounting 
for €92.8bn in 2016.27 Germany is also an important market for 
the UK, importing €46.7bn of goods in return, resulting in total 
trade of €139bn.

The Channel Tunnel is an important conduit for this trade, 
transporting 16% of Germany’s exports to the UK (€15.0bn), and 
34% of the UK’s exports to Germany (€15.8bn). 

Table 2: Germany trade with the UK through the 
Channel Tunnel

Source: EY & Ipsos Mori Survey, EY Calculations

27� Germany is the world’s largest exporter of goods, with total exports reaching €1.2tn in 2016. Of this €699bn was exported to EU Member States (Eurostat 2016)

Figure 5 presents the key sectors driving the composition of 
this trade: Transport equipment, machinery and computers and 
electronics (collectively accounting for €5.2bn of exports from 
Germany, and €6.4bn of imports).

Germany

German-UK 
trade through the 
Channel Tunnel 
Value €bn (2016 prices)

German-UK trade 
through the Channel 
Tunnel as a % of total 
German-UK trade  
Value (2016 prices)

German 
exports to UK 15.0 16.2%
UK exports to 
German 15.8 33.7%
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